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 The April 15 tax deadline is 
approaching and the United Way of Gratiot 
County is looking to help individuals get 
the most out of their tax returns.
 First, for individuals and clients 
is the opportunity to file taxes for free 
at myfreetaxes.com. Sponsored by the 
Walmart Foundation—in partnership 
with Goodwill Industries International, 
National Disablilty Institute and United 
Way—My Free Taxes provides free State 
and Federal tax preparation and filing 
assistance for qualified individuals.

      

 Also, individuals are able to take 
advantage of the Earned Income Tax 
Credit if they worked in 2014 and earned 
less than $60,000. In order to qualify for 
the E.I.T.C., one must file their federal tax 
return, even if they are not required to 
file. This credit does not count as income 
and will NOT affect an individual’s state 
assistance. In 2013, the credits helped 22 
million people keep more of their earnings.

 United Way of Gratiot County is 
happy to welcome Girls on the Run as our 
newest partner agency. The organization 
is a place where girls can learn what they 
can without limits, only opportunities to be 

remarkable.
 Girls meet twice a week in 

small teams of eight to 
20 girls. The 24 lesson 
curriculum, covered in 
the span of 12 weeks, 
teaches life skills 

through fun, engaging 
lessons celebrating the 

joy of movement. 
 Over the course of the 
program, girls will develop competence, 
feel confidence in who they are, develop 
strength of character, respond to 
others and make oneself with care and 
compassion, create connections with 
peers and adults, and make a meaningful 
contribution to community and society. 

 As the temperatures rise, so do 
the number of volunteer experiences. This 
year, the United Way of Gratiot County 
is sponsoring Community Service Days. 
We will be able to connect individuals 
with service activities such as spring 
cleaning and yard work with the hopes of 
establishing a community garden.
 Help us help our community 
through service. This is an excellent 
opportunity for all Gratiot natives to not 
only get to know each other, but also to get 
better acquainted with our home.
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Community Service Days

Board of Directors

A Note From the 
executive director

Melissa Dean
Chemical Bank

 Spring fever 
is setting in and now 
is a time to celebrate. 
We’re gearing up to 
welcome a new partner 
agency, give thanks 
to fundraising and 
volunteer success, and 
spreading good deeds 
through Community 
Service Days. Join as 
as we keep moving 
through a great 2015!

Todd Moeggenborg
Masonic Pathways

Nancy Gallagher
Gallagher Law

Mark Santamaria
MidMichigan Medical 
Center - Gratiot

Patrick G. Duffy
Edward Jones & Co.

Caroline Ross
Community Volunteer

Kelvin Grant
Pioneer Hi-Bred

Mark Szymczak
Mercantile Bank
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Source: Tax Credits for Working Families: Earned 
Income Tax Credit (EITC) Feb. 1, 2015.

Source: Girls on the Run Central Michigan website.
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The Annual United Way 
meeting and celebration is 
Wednesday, April 8 from 
4-5:30 p.m. at Masonic 
Pathways in the Doig 
Conference Center. We 
will present the final 
numbers raised for our 
2015 campaign, the 
Helping Hands Awards, 
the Carolyn M. Thompson 
Award. We will also introduce a few new 

awards, including Businesses of the year 
and Youth Organizations of the year.

SPOTLIGHT ON...
The american red cross

Biggby fundraising Activities

 In 2014, the Gratiot County 
branch of The American Red Cross 
assisted 37 families who were displaced 
by disaster. Following the March 10 fire 
in downtown Shepherd, members of the 
agency were dispatched to help local 
businesses feed the fire crews.
 Six households were effected by 
the fire and local Red Cross volunteers 
made sure those families had a place 
to stay, food to eat and clothes on their 
backs. Special thanks go out to members 
of the organization for their fast and 
sincere actions in Shepherd. 

 Biggby 364 of Alma helped raise 
$147 from through fundraising efforts 
since December 2013. 
 The December fundraiser involved 
a “LIVE UNITED” t-shirt sale including a 
donation station for patrons to contribute 
after receiving their drinks.
 The most recent fundraiser, March 
9-14, saw the United Way of Gratiot 
County as its non-profit dollar voucher 
recipient. We are proud to be a part of 
a great program that saw our partner 
agency, CASA, benefit the previous week.
 Special thanks go out to Biggby 
manager, Maryann MacIntosh for the 
constant support to area non-profits.

CElebrating Service

SERVING NORTHEAST MICHIGAN

United Way ∙ AIRS

4520 E. Ashman Street,
Suite U, Midland, MI 48642
Phone: 888-636-4211
Fax: 989-636-2103

www.211nemichigan.org

∙ Connecting people in 
need with people who 
can help.

One dollar, one cup: Biggby’s dollar vouchers is 
one way that the coffee house contributes to local 
non-profit organizations. Photo by Jacob Bush

Illustration by Jacob Bush. Photo credit to the Allegan 
County American Red Cross.

businesses of the year

Youth Organizations 
of the year

Biggby 364 of Alma
Wolverine Pipeline Co.
Consumer’s Energy

Alma College Mens Basketball
St. Louis Cheer Team
Juvenile Service to Community

We  make a living by 
what we get. We make a 

life by what we give.

What:
Charity Basketball Game
When:
Friday, April 10 at 7 p.m.
Where:
Alma High School 
Gymnasium

What:Superhero 5k
When: Saturday, May 5 at 
9 a.m.
Where: Alma Armory

Upcoming 
Agency Events

Child Advocacy

Winston Churchill

Child Advocacy


